Outings and Events, July 2005
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5/28-30
Lava Beds Trip

6/6 
Court of Honor

6/19-24
Junior Leadership Training

6/25-26
Canoe trip

7/11
Nick's Eagle Court of Honor

7/17-23
Scout Camp

7/29-8/14
Yosemite Long Trip

8/5-8/14*
Yosemite Short Trip

9/2-9/5
Trinity Alps Trip

* new or changed date

May Outdoors Redux:  As we are already aware, the Scouts ventured north to the Lava Beds National Monument over Memorial Day weekend.  Several newsworthy hap​penings came to light during the recent Court of Honor.  Ryder was impressed with the quality of the plastic caving hats, each of which was clearly labeled "This is not a pro​tective device."  Apparently Justin sold some spray deodor​ant to Julio, who then used it all in one day in such a way as to cause Justin to hurl.  Justin was so affected that when he got home he went to the barber and got a mowhawk.  Cyrus thought the caves were cool, and there was this one long one but it was not as long as they thought so they didn't come out where they thought they would.  Good thing the small intestine doesn't work that way.  That would be a mess.
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June Outdoors:  Canoes, canoes, canoes.  The Scouts en​joyed themselves immensely.  Ever wonder where little rocks come from?  Boys.  James and Spencer performed this function for the troop during this trip by smashing big ones into small ones.  Robbie and his tentmate found a spider they named Hubert or something like that.  A swimming bee was found and rescued, and dubbed Captain Bee.  Ryder received a free whistle at the dock and annoyed everyone with it.  A group of Scouts defended the island against all comers while making pirate noises.  It was found that James does not like cheese.  "This is the most important discovery in troop history," according to Robbie Passemar.  Rumor has it that one canoe got a tow from a motorized boat pi​loted by a certain adult related to Ryder, but this cannot be confirmed because the canoe was untethered before coming in sight of the docks, and therefore no witnesses.  There were several witnesses however when this same adult tossed out his anchor, line and all, and offered $15 for whoever could find it at the bottom of the lake.

Scout Camp:  Lou wants you to know that the money for Scout Camp is now past due.  That's 250 clams.  You don't want to make him angry, trust me, 'cause he'll come down on you like a ton of Portuguese bricks.  So make a check out real soon to Troop 135 and give it to Lou or Marie.  And don't forget the medical release forms must be signed by both parents and turned in.  "No release, no go," says Louie.

Got Stars?  Alan Kezer, astro-nut and enthusiast for all things heavenly, has telescope will travel.  Anyone inter​ested in the Astronomy merit badge should see him.

Court of Honor:  In the most recent Court of Honor James Ryall achieved the rank of Life Scout twice.  This was due to a video camera battery failure.  Robbie Passemar, who joined a year after James and has been a Life Scout for quite a while, was heard to say, "It's about time."  Twice.

Bob-wise:  Question: who was Scout Honorary Vice-Presi​dent in 1910?  Answer: Theodore Roosevelt.  Mr. Ormond will be walking around during the troop meetings asking you these questions and you better know the answers.  He will be carrying a big stick, and whatever you do, don't ask him what it is for.  Trust us on this.

JLT:  This is not a sandwich made with Jello instead of ba​con, it is Junior Leadership Training and Matt Wright at​tended it last month.  He did Troop 135 proud, being elected leader of the patrol that won the most helpful award and the award for the best flag, which he designed.  He also re​ceived the Dick Hacky award for the Scout who most repre​sents the Scout ideal.  Despite the river being very cold, Matt liked it so much he is thinking of being on staff next year.  He just won't swim in the river.  Oh, yeah, he also won the Largest Scout Ever to Receive the Dick Hacky Award and the Biggest Scout Who is Still Helpful.

Victory is Ours:  As predicted, Troop 135's fully trained adults brought home the gold medal in the Safety Afloat Destruction Derby during the CPR Triathlon and Committee Challenge held in June.  They were edged out in the Safe Swim Defense contest, however, by Troop 55, who blew a hole in our canoe with a cleverly rigged MSR camp stove they managed to land in the canoe with a lucky toss.  It was said the flames were hypnotic in their beauty as the canoe and occupants sank beneath the surface.  We got the silver medal on that one.  It is alleged the stove was owned at one time by Dan Weil.

June Mystery Scout:  Because the Mystery Scout was cor​rectly identified two months in a row, last month we made you guess the mystery Scout before he was actually se​lected.  This dampened the enthusiasm somewhat, for there was only one guess.  Unbelievably, it was correct.  You guys are good.  James Ryall was in line to win a brand new BMW for correctly guessing that the Mystery Scout was Nick Ule.  Unfortunately, he was disqualified because Nick got his Eagle and turned 18.  Nick is now considered an adult, and this is clearly not a Mystery Adult contest.

Mystery Scout of July:  Last month you had to guess be​fore we picked him and still got it right.  This month we're not going to pick one at all.  Try to guess that correctly.

Ule Court of Honor:  Nick Ule's Eagle Court of Honor will be held Monday June 11 at Shady Oaks group picnic area in Spring Lake Regional Park.  Dinner will be served at 5:00 PM and the ceremony will begin at 6:15 PM.  If you RSVP at 707-537-7066 you can get a parking pass, otherwise parking is 5 smackers.  Shady Oaks is in the NE corner of the park off Montgomery Drive at Violetti Drive.  If you can't figure out NE, ask your Scout.  He's got compass.

Got Physical?  Scout physical forms are good for two years and your Scout must have a current one on file with the troop if he wants to go to Scout Camp or Yosemite.  This is not the same as the medical release form.  It is different.  It is signed by a doctor.  One who has examined your son.  If you have been putting this off, the troop has a short 2-word motivational phrase that may help: "Lou Azevedo."

We've Expanded:  This month Troop 135 has expanded the newsletter to 1 ½ pages.  This means 50% more useless information at no cost to your fine selves.

Dirty Tricks:  A younger Scout attempted to pull the, "Hey, get up, it's past 10 o'clock!" trick on James and Robbie at 7 AM while they were sleeping in their tent.  James took one look outside at the position of the sun, thought "There is no way it is 10 o'clock," and went back to sleep.  This illus​trates the principle difference between James and Anthony.

Canadians in the News:  By decree of Lou Azevedo, King of Scout Camp, Bob Owen has cheerfully and unknowingly taken over from Phil Weil the role of Scout Camp Merit Badge Bribe Dude.  Last year Mr. Weil used sodas and candy bars to encourage the Scouts to sign up for merit badges and the result was a record number of merit badges earned.  Lou has special things planned for Bob if the Scouts don't improve again this year.  Portuguese things.

SPL News:  Anthony got a job at Super Pets in the reptile section.  No comment.  He is making $7.25 an hour while being trained by his friend who makes $7.00 an hour.  Everyone is baffled.  Even the snakes.

Yosemite Math:  The cost for the Yosemite trip this year will be $100 plus the cost of food.  The overall cost for Scouts going on the long trip will be higher than that of those going on the short trip because they will have to buy more food.  $100+food = total cost.  More food = more money.  Longer trip = more food, therefore Longer trip = more money.  Theorem 1.2: Longer trip is more money.

Intellectual Property:  It has been observed that Troop 135 has not taken advantage of US intellectual property law through such means as patents, copyrights, and trademarks.  Every organization these days seems to be at least trade​marking their clever slogans that they dream up out of their clever brains, such as We Make TrucksTM and We Are the Best Because We Want Your MoneyTM.  Not wishing to be left behind, Troop 135 has decided to trademark the name of its newsletter.  Please remember to use the trademark sym​bol in all correspondence and references to our monthly newsletter.  The staff thanks you in advance for your thoughtful cooperation.

NewsletterTM:  

Insider info by J Ryall 

Additional reporting by B Cumming and M Borell

Leg Breaking and Creative Content by L Azevedo

Editing by R Ryall.  

